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of tlie poor, except in cases where for a period of not
less than seven years it had been the custom of the
surveyor to levy a highway-rate in respect of property
not subject to be assessed to the poor-rate. In these
cases the waywarden of the parish was to levy a high-
way-rate as if the act had not passed. But this partial
discrepancy between the highway-rate and the poor-
rate disappeared when the poor-rate was extended to
all woods and mines by the Eating Act of 1874.

Until the present century legislation with respect
to streets in towns was almost entirely local, and it is
consequently buried in many hundreds of acts of Par-
liament which are not easily obtained, and from their
enormous bulk are very difficult to deal with when
they are obtained.

A comprehensive act (14 Car. II., c. 2) was passed in
1662 "for repairing the highways and sewers, and for
paving and keeping clean of the streets in and about
the cities of London and Westminster, and for reform-
ing of annoyances and disorders in the streets of and
places adjacent to the said cities, and for the regu-
lating and licensing of hackney coaches, and for the
enlarging of several strait and inconvenient streets and
passages." It provides that rates, taxes, and assess-
ments for scavengers, rakers, and such-like officers'
wages for cleansing the streets, shall be paid by the
parishioners and inhabitants of every parish and pre-
cinct in the city of London, " according to the ancient
custom and usage of the said city." In Westminster
likewise rates are to be made according to custom.
In the other parishes within the weekly bills of mor-
tality, the constables, churchwardens, and overseers
of the poor and of the highways, calling together